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PRELIMINARY DATA OF THE FIRST MACROFLORISTIC
RECORD FROM THE MAASTRICHTIAN OF ARAGON
REGION (BERANUY, HUESCA, NE SPAIN)

Inmaculada Garrido-Sanchez’, Luis M. Sender?, José Ignacio Canudo’, Manuel Pérez-Pueyo’
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We present in this paper the data obtained at the moment from the most modern Mesozoic
palaeofloristic records found in the autonomous community of Aragén. The material comes
from a new fossil site Camino Fornons 3, located near the village of Biascas de Obarra (Beranuy
municipality, Huesca province), in the Southern Pyrenees. Geologically, the site is located in the
upper part of the ‘Grey Garumnian’ unit of the Tremp Fm within the Tremp Basin. The age of
this site has been determined as uppermost late Maastrichtian (chron C29r) (Late Cretaceous)
based on the magnetostratigraphy and biostratigraphic data of the area, as well as ongoing
palaeopalynological analysis of the same stratigraphic levels that contain the studied macrofloral
remains. The palaeobotanical assemblage consists on foliar remains preserved as impressions
and carbonaceous compressions of bryophytes, gymnosperms and angiosperms, this latter as
the dominant group, as well as casts of log and fragments of charcoalified wood. Bryophytes
are represented by tapestries of hepaticae and gymnosperms consist of two types of conifers
represented by branches of the genera Brachyphyllum and Cunninghamites preserving also male
cones of subspherical morphology. Angiosperm records consist of monocot leaf fragments and
very complete dicot leaves, with up to five different types, some of them showing plant-insect
interactions, as well as one flower and one infructescence. The biostratinomic analysis of the
different stratigraphic levels of the fossil site shows a great diversity of remains, with notable
variations in terms of the types, morphologies and sizes of plants, besides fossils of marine
invertebrates due to the different episodes of energy and the contributions that occur in the
lagoon.
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